PEACE    N E G O T I A T I O N S

an amnesty for crimes of bloodshed, nor for what were
called political crimes. We asked that all who feared
punishment should be allowed to leave Spain. In making
this petition the Council was as much interested in the
salvation of Spain as In the liberation of men with
criminal or political responsibilities. Their departure from,
Spain would open the way to conciliation and perhaps
political and social harmony. To prevent their departure
in order to punish them severely would be treason against
the Spanish people, since it would mean that all hope of
the reconstruction of Spain was lost.

Why did we ask for a guarantee to prevent reprisals?
For the same reason. It certainly put the Nationalist
Government in a difficult position, since there were many
in its ranks who, whilst calling themselves Christians, had
an insatiable thirst for vengeance, perhaps because their
burnt-up Christian faith was not capable of being warmed
by humanitarian sentiments. This, which might be a
matter for reflection from the merely political and circum-
stantial point of view, became repulsive when it had the
authority of a strong executive power which should be
inspired by those high ideals which are necessary to serve
the interests of the nation. It was frightening to think of
the consequences which reprisals might have, because it
is certain that the masses, when there is no authority over
them nor any check to their actions, are capable of the
most terrible extremes, and it is certain, too, that a few
perverse citizens can bring about the greatest calamities.
It would be ingenuous to believe that criminal instincts
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